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DATE. 

TO: 
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SUBJECT: 

November 24, 1987 

Don Josif, USEPA 

Greg Dunn, lEPA/DLPC;^ 

L0310000000 — Cook County 
Chicago/A-Chemical Co. 
ILD 981952534 
Superfund/HRS 

Executive Summary 

A-Chemical Company is located at 1322 North Western Avenue in 
Chicago, Illinois. The facility, owned by Mr. J. Pauga, custom 
blended chemicals such as cyanides, acids and metal brightners 
for the electroplating industry. 

A fire occurred on January 26, 1986 at the plant, burning 
approximately two-thirds of the building to the ground. The 
building was unsecure after the fire and approximately 35 drums 
were easily accessible to anyone passing the site. Besides the 
open building, the water used to extinguish the fire was contaminated 
with chromium. The water froze, before it could drain into the 
City of Chicago's storm drains, leaving the area surrounding the site 
full of chromium contaminated ice. The USEPA Immediate Removal Unit 
was called to remove all contaminated water, while Mr. Pauga secured 
the building. In securing the building, Mr. Pauga removed all acid 
and cyanide wastes in the storage area. 

This site has been cleaned-up by USEPA's Immediate Removal Unit 
and the potentially responsible party. A no further action is 
recommended for this site. 
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